CHAPTER VI

THE RECTANGULAR COORDINATE SYSTEM:
GRAPHS  OF EQUATIONS; FORMULAS

33. Two lines are selected, intersecting at right angles, in
the plane of the paper (they are usually chosen the one hori-
zontal and the other vertical). The position of a point is
known if its distances from these two lines are known. Let



FIG, 11.

XXf and YY' intersect at right angles in 0. The position of
P is known if Om = x and mP = y are known. The point P
will often be designated by P (x, y) or by (x, t/), at pleasure.
It is noted that the abscissa x is always written before the
ordinate y and this arrangement holds no matter what letters
are used to represent the coordinates.
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